Train Operations at Fort Steele Heritage Town to Remain Paused for the 2026 Season
The Cranbrook Archives, Museum and Landmark Society (CAMAL), which operates Fort Steele Heritage Town on behalf of the Province of British Columbia, is providing an update on the future of the site's historic railway.
Steam train operations will remain paused for the 2026 operating season while CAMAL continues a comprehensive assessment of the historic railway system.
Over the past year, CAMAL has been working alongside the Province of British Columbia, Technical Safety BC, heritage railway specialists, and dedicated volunteers to evaluate the condition of Locomotive No. 1077, the railway infrastructure, passenger coaches, and supporting systems. This work is focused on ensuring that any future railway operations meet today's safety requirements while preserving one of Fort Steele Heritage Town's most significant heritage assets.
Historic steam locomotives require specialized maintenance, certified inspections, and significant ongoing investment. As both an operating locomotive and a protected heritage artifact, every decision regarding No. 1077 must balance public safety, historical preservation, operational sustainability, and the long-term care of this important piece of British Columbia's history.
As part of the assessment, CAMAL is evaluating all aspects of future railway operations, including infrastructure requirements, staffing, maintenance programs, regulatory certifications, operating procedures, and long-term financial sustainability. The organization continues to work closely with Technical Safety BC and heritage railway experts to fully understand the requirements necessary to safely return the railway to service.
CAMAL is also exploring options that would allow visitors to continue enjoying a railway experience at Fort Steele Heritage Town in the future. One option under consideration is the use of a heritage diesel locomotive for regular operations. A heritage diesel could provide a reliable, safe, and cost-effective visitor experience while helping preserve the historic No. 1077 steam locomotive for future generations. No decisions have been made, and all options will continue to be carefully evaluated in consultation with partners, technical experts, and the community.
Should steam operations ultimately prove impractical, CAMAL remains committed to ensuring the story of Locomotive No. 1077 continues to be shared through enhanced interpretation, exhibits, and heritage programming so visitors can continue to appreciate its important role in the history of Fort Steele.
While the railway remains paused, Fort Steele Heritage Town continues to offer a full season of heritage experiences, including guided tours, historic demonstrations, live entertainment, special events, shopping, food services, and family programming throughout the summer.
We recognize that the railway holds a special place in the hearts of our visitors, volunteers, and community. We appreciate your patience and understanding as this important work continues. Our goal is to ensure that any future railway operations reflect the highest standards of safety while preserving the heritage that makes Fort Steele Heritage Town a unique destination.
CAMAL will continue to provide updates as the railway assessment progresses.

